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Study Day: Exploring Diaries, 1660-2019 
 

 

Dates Sunday 24 March 2019 

Times 9.45 – 16:00  

Location Knowledge Centre  

Level All levels  

Cost £55 

 
 

Overview 

 
Six expert speakers discuss the origins and development of diary-keeping from Samuel Pepys to 21st-
century vloggers, by way of Romantic travellers, Antarctic explorers and office workers. We also 
discover how the British Library acquires, preserves and curates diaries, making these unique works 
available to the public. 

 
 

Programme 

 

Registration from 9.30am 

 

Tea, coffee and biscuits from 9.45am 

 

Morning session  

10am – 12.30pm  

 

Welcome and Introduction - Dr Emma McEvoy, University of Westminster 
 
 
Kate Loveman, University of Leicester 
Early Modern Diaries: Samuel Pepys and his friends 
 
 
Emma McEvoy, University of Westminster 
Touring Britain: Travel Journals 1780-1830 
 
 
Laura Walker, British Library 
Cultivating gardens to crossing the ice: Collecting and curating diaries at the British Library 
 
 

Panel Q&A 

http://www.bl.uk/courses
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12.30pm – 1.30pm LUNCH BREAK (lunch not provided) 

 

Afternoon session  

1.30pm – 4pm 

 
Graham Farmelo, University of Cambridge 
Using diaries in writing scientific biographies 
 
  
Joe Moran, Liverpool John Moores University 
20th-century diaries and the history of the everyday 
 
 
Clare Brant, King’s College London 
Diaries in the digital age 
 
 

Panel Q&A 

 

Tea and coffee 

 

4pm Event ends 

 

 
 

Speakers 

 

Morning 

 

Kate Loveman is an Associate Professor in English 1600-1789 at the University of Leicester, working 
on the history of reading, sociability and information exchange. She is an expert on Samuel Pepys and 
recently edited a new annotated selection of his Diary (Everyman 2018). Her other publications 
include Samuel Pepys and his Books: Reading, Newsgathering, and Sociability 1660–1703 (2015), 
Reading Fictions 1660-1740: Deception in English Literary and Political Culture (2008) and work on 
the introduction of chocolate into England in the seventeenth century. 
 
Emma McEvoy is a senior lecturer in English Literature at the University of Westminster. Her works 
include the Routledge Companion to Gothic (co-edited with Catherine Spooner, 2007), Gothic 
Tourism (2016), and an essay on Romantic travel journals, “Exploring the Ruins”, in the British Library 
publication Writing Britain’s Ruins (ed. Carter, Lindfield and Townshend, 2018).  She is currently 
working on a project about literature and the twentieth-century heritage movement.  
 
Laura Walker is Lead Curator of Modern Archives and Manuscripts 1601-1950, at the British Library. 
She is a qualified archivist and information professional. She has recently co-curated the British 
Library’s exhibition James Cook: The Voyages.  
 

Afternoon 

 
Graham Farmelo is a Fellow at Churchill College, Cambridge, and an Affiliate Professor of Physics at 
Northeastern University, Boston, USA. He is author of the The Strangest Man, which won the Costa 
Prize for biography in 2009, of Churchill’s Bomb and of the forthcoming The Universe Speaks in 
Numbers. Before he became a writer, he was a lecturer in physics at the Open University and an 
executive at the Science Museum, London. 
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Joe Moran is Professor of English and Cultural History at Liverpool John Moores University. His books 
include Queuing for Beginners: The Story of Daily Life from Breakfast to Bedtime (2007), On Roads: 
A Hidden History (2009), Armchair Nation: An Intimate History of Britain in Front of the 
TV (2013), Shrinking Violets: The Secret Life of Shyness (2016) and First You Write a Sentence: The 
Elements of Reading, Writing … and Life (2018). He has written for the Guardian, the New 
Statesman, the TLS, the Financial Times and other publications. 
 
Clare Brant is Professor of Eighteenth-Century Literature and Culture at King's College London, 
where she also co-directs the Centre for Life-Writing Research, and is a Series Editor for 
Palgrave's Studies in Life Writing. Part of the Ego Media research group (2014-2019), in 2017 she 
co-curated an exhibition on diaries. Her most recent book, Balloon Madness: Flights of Imagination 
in Britain 1783-1786 (2017), includes a balloon-mad diarist.  
 

 
Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. A willingness to listen, and ask questions of the speakers will help you get the most 

from the day. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Knowledge Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served at the start and end of the day. Lunch is not 

provided.  
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Talk abstracts 

 

Morning  

 

Kate Loveman  
Early Modern Diaries: Samuel Pepys and his friends 
 
A variety of diaries survive from the seventeenth century and the origins of modern diary keeping are 
often traced back to this period, yet early modern journals are often not quite what we expect and 
not quite what they seem. Taking examples from manuscripts, Kate will look at the surprising forms 
these writings take and at the motives of early diary-keepers. The focus will be on Samuel Pepys, 
perhaps England’s most famous diarist, and on the journals of two of his contemporaries, John Evelyn 
and the first Earl of Sandwich, all of whom kept fascinating diaries to different ends. 
 
 
Emma McEvoy  
Touring Britain: Travel Journals 1780-1830 
 
Romantic travellers explored Wales, Scotland and England in search of the picturesque, the 
informative, the peculiar and the entertaining. Keeping a journal, either individually or communally, 
was an integral part of the experience. Drawing on research at a number of archives, including the 
British Library, Emma discusses the journals of this first generation of domestic tourists, looking at 
where they went and what they found, as well as how they chose to write about their experience and 
paint what they saw.   
 
 
Laura Walker  
Cultivating gardens to crossing the ice: Collecting and curating diaries at the British Library 
 
Contained within the British Library’s collections are hundreds of diaries from well-known authors, 
scientists, explorers, travellers and politicians as well as ordinary people. Laura will explore some of 
the collection highlights and explain how the manuscripts are being preserved for the future and look 
at the process of acquiring new manuscripts for the collection.  
 

 

Afternoon  

 

 
Graham Farmelo 
Using diaries in writing scientific biographies 
 
Diaries are a precious resource for all biographers, including those who focus on science, yet relatively 
few leading scientists over the past century have kept them. Graham will discuss how he addressed 
this challenge in writing his prize-winning biography of Paul Dirac (The Strangest Man) and will 
consider strategies used by other scientific biographers to address this. Graham will also consider the 
challenges that face future biographers whose subjects spent their entire lives in the digital age. 
  
 
Joe Moran 
20th century diaries and the history of the everyday 
 
This session will look at a range of diary entries by 20th century diarists, from Mass Observation 
volunteers to the actor Kenneth Williams, to explore what this fragmentary and often clandestine 
form of writing can tell us about the history of everyday life. Joe will explore the tendency of diaries, 
with their often surreal juxtaposition of the momentous and the banal, to confound our expectations 
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about the period in which they were written, and to tantalise and frustrate us with the things they 
leave out. 
 
 
Clare Brant 
Diaries in the Digital Age 
 
What’s happened to diaries in the digital age? Have pen and paper been replaced by apps? The 
purpose, forms and content of diary-keeping, always various, have been challenged by digital and 
social media. What metamorphoses have happened, and what do they reveal about writers and 
readers of diaries? Clare will consider a selection of current practices and platforms to explore some of 
the changes - and continuities - of keeping diaries in digital forms.  

 

 


